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We welcome you to the 8th International Conference on Digital Enterprise Technology –  
DET 2014 – sponsored by the International Academy for Production Engineering (CIRP) and 
organized by the Fraunhofer Institute for Industrial Engineering IAO in Stuttgart in partnership 
ZLWKWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI%DWK7KHFRQIHUHQFHIRFXVHVRQWKHQHHGWRğQGDFRPPRQXQGHU
standing of what role Digital Enterprise Technologies (DET) will play in disruptive innovation 
within the manufacturing sector.
'(7VSHFLğFDOO\DLPVWRSURYLGHDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOIRUXPIRUWKHH[FKDQJHRIOHDGLQJ 
HGJHVFLHQWLğFNQRZOHGJHDQGLQGXVWULDOH[SHULHQFHGLUHFWO\UHODWLQJWRWKHGHYHORSPHQWDQG
integration of DET and the impact this will have on the 4th Industrial Revolution. The topics 
addressed cover the entire lifecycle of product, factory and manufacturing processes, beginning 
with product design and development, followed by the engineering of factories, machines, 
equipment and technical processes, through to the commissioning and ramp up of production. 
These topics will be complemented by a look at manufacturing operation, maintenance and 
facility management, as well as the recycling and reuse of products and materials, factory 
overhaul and the environmentally compatible dismantling of production plant. 
7KHDLPRIWKH,QGXVWU\'D\RQWKHğUVWGD\RIWKHFRQIHUHQFHLVWRLQLWLDWHDGLDORJXHEHWZHHQ
SHRSOHLQWKHLQGXVWU\WHFKQRORJ\SURYLGHUVDQGPHPEHUVRIWKHVFLHQWLğFFRPPXQLW\
:HDUHSOHDVHGWRZHOFRPHUHQRZQHGH[SHUWVIURPDOORYHUWKHZRUOGDQGZRXOGOLNHWRWKDQN
all speakers for their contributions.
We hope that DET 2014 will provide valuable insights to stimulate you in your work and look 
forward to many inspiring presentations, lively discussions and interesting points of view.
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